
TO: County Board 
Presidents/Executives/Chairpersons/Board 
Members/Administrators 
  

FROM: Joe McCoy, Executive Director 
Illinois State Association of Counties 
  

DATE: April 1, 2020 
  

RE: Coronavirus Update – April 1 
                                                                                                                                                                                            
                     

The Illinois State Association of Counties (ISACo) continues to prioritize the dissemination of 
useful information to county leaders during the Coronavirus pandemic. Below are some items 
we would like to share with you today: 
 
Governor Extends “Stay at Home” Directive 
On Tuesday, March 31, 2020, Governor JB Pritzker announced his decision to extend his 
disaster proclamation and the “Stay at Home” directive through April 30, 2020. This also 
extends the suspension of onsite school learning through April 30.  A press release about the 
extension of the “stay at home” directive and suspension of onsite school learning is available 
via this link.    
 
ISACo Advocates for Direct Federal Assistance to More Counties 
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act (H.R. 748) approved by 
Congress and signed into law by President Trump on March 27, 2020, includes several 
provisions intended to provide financial assistance to local governments. A complete analysis of 
the Act from the National Association of Counties (NACo) is available via this link. ISACo initially 
shared this analysis in our March 27, 2020, e-mail (linked here) 
 
One provision within the Act is a $150 billion state stabilization fund that will provide direct 
financial assistance to states, tribal governments, territories and local governments with more 
than 500,000 residents for costs incurred due to the COVID-19 public health emergency. In 
Illinois, this financial assistance would benefit five counties and the City of Chicago. According 
to the federal government, revenue available through this state stabilization fund can only be 
used to offset expenses related to COVID-19 and cannot be used to offset lost revenues. The 
United State Treasury Department is developing a website portal where eligible local 
governments can apply for the funds.  
 
On April 1, 2020, ISACo sent a letter to each member of Illinois’ Congressional delegation 
requesting that Congress include within any future COVID-19 emergency response legislation 
direct financial assistance to counties with 500,000 residents or fewer for costs incurred 
because of the COVID-19 public health emergency. The letter sent to Senator Durbin is 
available via this link. 

https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/news-item.aspx?ReleaseID=21326
https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/news-item.aspx?ReleaseID=21326
https://www.naco.org/sites/default/files/documents/NACo_Analysis_CARES_Act.pdf
https://b38a043b-28d7-42d0-8c4e-1ab70ae32987.filesusr.com/ugd/c9ca2c_4d8a0a8ee14e4fb9a31cef213754337d.pdf
https://c9ca2cca-dc32-4976-b37f-652fdd182a01.usrfiles.com/ugd/c9ca2c_90caa213dfc24f9f8f23117f718659ed.pdf


The mission of ISACo is to advocate for all counties regardless of population or geographic 
location. 
 
IDOR Extends Expiration Date for Certain Illinois Sales Tax Exemption Numbers 
Due to staffing issues related to the ongoing COVID-19 virus pandemic, the Illinois Department 
of Revenue (IDOR) is unable to process most renewal applications for Illinois Sales Tax 
exemption (“E”) numbers at this time. To allow time to process outstanding renewal 
applications, the Board of Appeals at IDOR has issued an order extending the E-number 
expiration date by 90 days for impacted organizations and individuals. Local governments are 
provided an exemption from sales taxes. Additional Information is available via this link. 
 
DCEO Resources for Businesses 
Local officials are receiving questions from their business communities about resources that 
may be available to assist businesses harmed by the emergency response to the pandemic. The 
Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) has published information 
identifying resources available for businesses and communities (available via this link). 
 
Keep Up with New Information! 
ISACo has a designated blog post (available via this link) that includes updated news about the 
public response to the Coronavirus and other relevant information. This blog post is updated as 
events evolve and new information becomes available. I would encourage you to bookmark 
the blog post and check in from time to time for relevant updates.  
  
ISACo also has a dedicated webpage (available via this link) with federal, state and local 
resources about the Coronavirus and best practices to avoid transmission while promoting 
containment.  
  
Please feel welcome to contact ISACo with any questions for which we may be helpful. My e-
mail address is jmccoy@isacoil.org. I can also be reached on my cell phone at 217/836-9164. 
ISACo’s website is www.isacoil.org. Thanks. 
 

 

https://www2.illinois.gov/rev/research/publications/Pages/pio-37.aspx
https://dceocovid19resources.com/pdf/DCEOCOVID-19EmergencyResourcesforBusiness.pdf
https://www.isacoil.org/post/coronavirus-news-updates
https://www.isacoil.org/health-resource-center
mailto:jmccoy@isacoil.org
http://www.isacoil.org/

