
TO: County Board 
Presidents/Executives/Chairpersons/Board 
Members/Administrators 
  

FROM: Joe McCoy, Executive Director 
Illinois State Association of Counties 
  

DATE: April 14, 2020 
  

RE: COVID-19 Update – April 14 

                                                                                                                                                                           
The Illinois State Association of Counties (ISACo) continues to prioritize the dissemination of 
useful information to county leaders during the COVID-19 pandemic. Below are some items we 
would like to share with you today: 
 
ISACo Joins NACo Advocacy Efforts Ahead of Potential Fourth COVID-19 Funding Legislation 
Discussions are ongoing in Congress on a fourth COVID-19 funding bill. ISACo is partnering with 
the National Association of Counties (NACo) to urge Congress to reevaluate how it apportions 
federal COVID-19 emergency response funding to local governments with the goal of increasing 
the share provided to counties. Our mutual advocacy is also in support of the federal 
government providing additional funding to counties directly. On April 13, 2020, ISACo sent a 
letter (available via this link) to each member of Illinois’ Congressional delegation with these 
requests. Other state county associations across the country are urging their Congressional 
delegations to pursue these policies as well. 
 
Emergency Workers’ Compensation Rules Approved 
On April 13, 2020, the Illinois Workers’ Compensation Commission (IWCC) issued emergency 
rules granting certain classes of employees who suffer an injury or period of incapacity from 
exposure to the COVID-19 virus during a COVID-19 related state of emergency a rebuttable 
presumption that the injury or incapacity arose out of and in the course of their employment. 
These rules are likely to have a significant impact on local governments with first responders 
and frontline employees. The emergency rules are available via this link. 
 
Governor Pritzker Files Emergency Rules to Ease Access to Unemployment Benefits 
On April 13, 2020, Governor Pritzker announced that his administration filed emergency rules 
to expand access to and eligibility for unemployment insurance. Steps taken include easing 
eligibility requirements, waiving the waiting week for claimants and implementing Federal 
Pandemic Unemployment Compensation (FPUC), Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) 
and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation (PEUC) programs. The Governor also 
provided an update on measures taken by the state to more rapidly absorb and process the 
high number of unemployment claims. Additional information is available via this link.  
 
 
 
 

https://c9ca2cca-dc32-4976-b37f-652fdd182a01.usrfiles.com/ugd/c9ca2c_e500f1ef7fa14d19b3e205b42222a5e7.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/iwcc/news/Documents/13APR20-Emergency_Amendment_Only-50IAC9030_70.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/news-item.aspx?ReleaseID=21385


Free Webinar Opportunity – Local Government COVID-19 Cost Recovery 
Ernst and Young, LLP is offering a free 30 minute webinar to share information about how local 
governments can best position themselves to obtain financial recovery through the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA); Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act; the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and other granting 
agencies. The webinar is scheduled for Thursday, April 16, 2020, at 1 p.m. (CST). Additional 
information is available via this link. 
 
Keep Up with New Information! 
ISACo has a designated blog post (available via this link) that includes updated news about the 
public response to the Coronavirus and other relevant information.  
 
ISACo also has a dedicated webpage (available via this link) with federal, state and local 
resources about the Coronavirus and best practices to avoid transmission while promoting 
containment.  
  
Please feel welcome to contact ISACo with any questions for which we may be helpful. My e-
mail address is jmccoy@isacoil.org. I can also be reached on my cell phone at 217/836-9164. 
ISACo’s website is www.isacoil.org. Thanks. 
 

https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&referrer=&eventid=2286710&sessionid=1&key=2305E5118BB2A52867A8A49E28570A04&regTag=&sourcepage=register
https://www.isacoil.org/post/coronavirus-news-updates
https://www.isacoil.org/health-resource-center
mailto:jmccoy@isacoil.org
http://www.isacoil.org/

