
TO: County Board 
Presidents/Executives/Chairpersons/Board 
Members/Administrators 
  

FROM: Joe McCoy, Executive Director 
Illinois State Association of Counties 
  

DATE: May 5, 2020 
  

RE: COVID-19 Update – May 5 

                                                                                                                                                                           
The Illinois State Association of Counties (ISACo) continues to prioritize the dissemination of 
useful information to county leaders during the COVID-19 pandemic. Please find below 
information we would like to share with you today: 
 
Illinois’ COVID-19 Statistics 
The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) is reporting a total of 65,962 cases, including 
2,838 deaths, in 97 counties in Illinois. 
 
Governor Announces Plan to Re-Open Illinois 
On Tuesday, May 5, 2020, Governor JB Pritzker announced a plan to begin re-opening the state 
based upon geographic regions and data. The five-phase plan is guided by public health metrics 
designed to provide a framework for re-opening businesses, education and recreational 
activities in each phase. This initial plan can and will be updated as research and science 
develop and as the potential for effective treatments or vaccines is realized. More information 
is available below: 
 
Press Release 
Restore Illinois: A Public Health Approach to Safely Re-open Our State 
Restore Illinois One Pager 
Restore Illinois Health Regions Map 
Restore Illinois Phases 
 
U.S. Treasury Department Updates Frequently Asked Questions for CARES Act Distributions 
On May 4, 2020, the Treasury Department updated its April 22, 2020, guidance for those local 
governments eligible for monetary distributions under the CARES Act. Local governments with 
more than 500,000 residents were eligible for this funding. The updated guidance is available 
via this link. The guidance released on April 22, 2020, is available via this link. 
 
As Congress discusses further funding for state and local governments, ISACo is partnering with 
the National Association of Counties (NACo) to advocate that Illinois’ Congressional Delegation 
support additional direct funding to ALL counties regardless of population. Furthermore, we 
are pushing for the desired additional funding to be used for lost revenues as well as COVID-19 
expenditures. We anticipate a federal plan proposing such provisions to be announced very 
soon. 

https://c9ca2cca-dc32-4976-b37f-652fdd182a01.usrfiles.com/ugd/c9ca2c_80fa9bf5acd84d9b901ad651b8064ec3.pdf
https://c9ca2cca-dc32-4976-b37f-652fdd182a01.usrfiles.com/ugd/c9ca2c_e3cc2549497d41c8bb5c9af5b83bf251.pdf
https://c9ca2cca-dc32-4976-b37f-652fdd182a01.usrfiles.com/ugd/c9ca2c_87fbc92b9cfd45bf8ad87e1b67a1d334.pdf
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/c9ca2c_f017e632f4564a6181454660891962ac~mv2.jpg
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/c9ca2c_3cc9b9f365b14bc29a14a99304113600~mv2.jpg
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Coronavirus-Relief-Fund-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Coronavirus-Relief-Fund-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Coronavirus-Relief-Fund-Guidance-for-State-Territorial-Local-and-Tribal-Governments.pdf


 
COGFA Announces April Revenue Declines 
The General Assembly’s Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability (COGFA) 
published its April revenue report showing the negative impact the economic shutdown is 
having on state revenue collections. Per the report, base revenues declined by $2.740 billion in 
April. The decline is attributed to a combination of COVID-19 impacts throughout the economy, 
deferment of income tax payments until July 15, 2020, and an expected reduction in revenues 
compared to higher than expected collections in April 2019.  
 
The report also indicates that income tax proceeds from the Local Government Distributive 
Fund (LGDF) declined $129 million in April compared to April 2019. LGDF revenue is down $75 
million during the current fiscal year. Counties and municipalities receive shared income tax 
revenue distributions from the state through LGDF. ISACo has a Policy Brief (available via this 
link) with more information about LGDF revenue and its importance to counties. 
 
IEMA Announces Free PPE Decontamination System 
To address the critical need for personal protective equipment (PPE), the Illinois Emergency 
Management Agency (IEMA) has procured technology capable of decontaminating PPE for 
reuse in the fight against COVID-19. This is a free service that will safely stretch the use of 
critical PPE for frontline workers.  
 
Effective immediately, workers in hospitals, nursing homes, clinics and other frontline 
occupations should begin saving unsoiled N95 masks for decontamination right away. A Battelle 
Critical Decontamination System has been established in Waukegan to address this immediate 
need. More information is available via this link. 
 
Office Re-Entry Resources 
County governments will eventually need to begin planning for how their offices will be re-
opened to employees and the public at the appropriate time. To assist in this planning, ISACo is 
pleased to share the following resources prepared by Jones Lang LaSalle IP, Inc. 
 
(Re)entry: A Guide for Working in the Next Normal 
(Re)entry: Tenant Needs in a Post-Pandemic World 
A Holistic Approach to Re-Entering Your Workspace 
 
Keep Up with New Information! 
ISACo has a designated blog post (available via this link) that includes updated news about the 
public response to COVID-19 and other relevant information.  
 
ISACo also has a dedicated webpage (available via this link) with federal, state and local 
resources about COVID-19 and best practices to avoid transmission while promoting 
containment.  
  

https://b38a043b-28d7-42d0-8c4e-1ab70ae32987.filesusr.com/ugd/c9ca2c_5e39065776354af1817a8bca0ae3242f.pdf
https://b38a043b-28d7-42d0-8c4e-1ab70ae32987.filesusr.com/ugd/c9ca2c_5e39065776354af1817a8bca0ae3242f.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/IISNews/21497-State_Encourages_Hospitals_Healthcare_Facilities_to_Utilize_Free_PPE_Decontamination_System.pdf
https://c9ca2cca-dc32-4976-b37f-652fdd182a01.usrfiles.com/ugd/c9ca2c_3ed7e32512c942a885f2c00c303cf9bb.pdf
https://c9ca2cca-dc32-4976-b37f-652fdd182a01.usrfiles.com/ugd/c9ca2c_98d8b6027de64cf69fe489d3996f9245.pdf
https://c9ca2cca-dc32-4976-b37f-652fdd182a01.usrfiles.com/ugd/c9ca2c_a122e7faf93c4825887ed18022e1b3a4.pdf
https://www.isacoil.org/post/coronavirus-news-updates
https://www.isacoil.org/health-resource-center


Please feel welcome to contact ISACo with any questions for which we may be helpful. My e-
mail address is jmccoy@isacoil.org. I can also be reached on my cell phone at 217/836-9164. 
ISACo’s website is www.isacoil.org. Thanks. 

mailto:jmccoy@isacoil.org
http://www.isacoil.org/

