
TO: County Board 
Presidents/Executives/Chairpersons/Board 
Members/Administrators 
  

FROM: Joe McCoy, Executive Director 
Illinois State Association of Counties 
  

DATE: March 30, 2020 
  

RE: Coronavirus Update -- March 30 
                                                                                                                                                                   \             
The Illinois State Association of Counties (ISACo) continues to prioritize the dissemination of useful 
information to county leaders during the Coronavirus pandemic. Below are some items we would 
like to share with you today: 
 
Social Distancing Guidelines Extended 
On March 29, 2020, President Trump announced that federal social distancing guidelines are being 
extended through the end of April. This means that Americans are being asked to remain at home 
as much as possible, forego non-essential travel and avoid groups of larger than 10 people. 
 
President Trump Declares Illinois Major Disaster Area 
On March 26, 2020, Illinois received a major disaster area designation from the federal 
government. As a result, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Public Assistance 
applications will be processed using a specific declaration number. From this point forward, 
counties applying for Public Assistance should reference Illinois Declaration Number: FEMA-4489-
DR-IL. Previous applications submitted by counties do not need to be modified. They will be 
converted by FEMA. The Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA) has published an updated 
Public Assistance (PA) Program Fact Sheet with the information (available via this link). 
 

IDHS Requesting Information about Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Needs  
The Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS) is seeking to determine the extent of need for 
PPE among community-based organizations. They have created a survey (available via this link) to 
collect this information and asks that you complete the survey by April 1, 2020. As you fill out the 
survey, please give your best estimate of what will be needed over the next 30-90 days, 
accounting for both your organization’s staff and customer/client populations. Please complete 
the survey! 
 

Clarification Regarding Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA) 
The U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) has provided additional information regarding 
implementation of certain provisions of the FFCRA (available via this link). The updated 
information begins with Question #38. The updated guidance, in part, further clarifies the 
definitions of an “emergency responder” and “health care provider.” 
 

Updated Federal Guidance on Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce 
On March 28, 2020, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) – Cybersecurity & Infrastructure 
Security Agency (CISA) – released updated guidance on the essential critical infrastructure 

https://www.iml.org/file.cfm?key=18457
http://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?module=17&item=123547&surveyid=1525
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic/ffcra-questions


workforce (available via this link). See also the Memorandum on Identification of Essential Critical 
Infrastructure Workers During COVID-19 Response (available via this link).  The guidance and 
accompanying list (linked here) are intended to support State, Local and industry partners in 
identifying the critical infrastructure sectors and the essential workers needed to maintain the 
services and functions Americans depend on daily and need to be able to operate resiliently 
during the COVID-19 pandemic response. 
 
ISACo’s March 20, 2020, e-mail (linked here) included Governor Pritzker’s Executive Order (EO) 
2020-10 (linked here). This EO declared the “stay at home” directive and includes a description of 
essential infrastructure, essential government functions and essential businesses and operations. 
 

Governor Pritzker Announces Medicaid Coverage Expansion Effort 
As the state continues to build on its robust response to the COVID-19 pandemic and prepare for 
increased demand across the state’s health care system, Governor Pritzker announced the “Care 
Comes First” action plan, a series of efforts led by the Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family 
Services (IDHFS) to expand medical coverage for residents across the state. Additional information 
is available via this link. 
 

IDFPR Announces Efforts to Aid Consumers Facing Debts Associated with COVID-19 
The Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR) announced a series of 
actions to ensure the protection of Illinoisans in many areas of consumer borrowing, servicing and 
collections. The Department also provided Guidance to its regulated entities, state banks, credit 
unions, installment lenders, payday lenders, title loan lenders, sales finance lenders including auto 
loans, currency exchanges, student loan servicers, mortgage servicers and collection agencies 
concerning their lending, servicing and collection during the COVID-19 pandemic. Additional 
information is available via this link. 
 
Keep Up with New Information! 
ISACo has a designated blog post (available via this link) that includes updated news about the 
public response to the Coronavirus and other relevant information. This blog post is updated 
frequently as events evolve and new information becomes available. I would encourage you to 
bookmark the blog post and check in from time to time for relevant updates.  
  
ISACo also has a dedicated webpage (available via this link) with federal, state and local resources 
about the Coronavirus and best practices to avoid transmission while promoting containment. 
 
Please feel welcome to contact ISACo with any questions for which we may be helpful. My e-mail 
address is jmccoy@isacoil.org. I can also be reached on my cell phone at 217/836-9164. ISACo’s 
website is www.isacoil.org. Thanks. 
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