
TO: County Board 
Presidents/Executives/Chairpersons/Board 
Members/Administrators 
  

FROM: Joe McCoy, Executive Director 
Illinois State Association of Counties 
  

DATE: March 19, 2020 
  

RE: Coronavirus Update -- March 19 
  
The Illinois State Association of Counties (ISACo) would like to share several relevant items with 
county leaders today. 
  
OMA Protocols During COVID-19 Public Health Emergency 
Governor Pritzker’s Executive Order (EO) 2020-07 (linked here) allows for the suspension of 
elements of the Open Meetings Act (OMA). The Illinois Attorney General’s Office has issued 
guidance for local governments with respect to OMA and the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA). The information is available via this link. Local officials are encouraged to review the 
document and plan accordingly. 
  
FEMA Public Assistance 
This morning ISACo received an inquiry about whether a county needs to declare an emergency 
before being eligible to receive public assistance from the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA). Other county officials may have this question as well. Because President Trump 
declared a national emergency on March 13, 2020, and included emergency declarations for 
each state, local governments are not required to formally declare an emergency for their 
jurisdictions in order to receive FEMA assistance. 
  
The Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA) has made a document available (available 
via this link) to aid local governments in applying for federal funds through the Public Assistance 
Program. Applications must be received by April 12, 2020. 
  
IDOR Coronavirus Resources 
Like many employers, the Illinois Department of Revenue (IDOR) has reduced staff during the 
pandemic. Consequently, the taxpayer phone system is not available. According to IDOR, a 
limited number of staff will be monitoring and responding to emails. The website with the e-
mail addresses for various topics is available via this link. You may want to share this 
information with your residents. 
  
Congress Approves Coronavirus Aid Package 
On March 18, 2020, the United States Senate approved a second, bipartisan coronavirus aid 
package, the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (H.R. 6201). The multi-billion dollar bill 
had previously been approved by the House on March 14, 2020. President Trump signed the 

https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-07.pdf
http://foia.ilattorneygeneral.net/pdf/OMA_FOIA_Guide.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/iema/LocalEMA/Documents/PAforms/PA_Application_Checklist.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/iema/LocalEMA/Documents/PAforms/PA_Application_Checklist.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/rev/Pages/Taxpayer-Resources-during-COVID-19-%28Coronavirus%29-Outbreak.aspx
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr6201/BILLS-116hr6201ih.pdf


legislation into law on March 18, 2020. An analysis by the National Association of Counties 
(NACo) is available via this link. 
  
Key Provisions 
  

• Free Coronavirus Testing 
• Food Assistance  
• Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP) Rate Increase 
• Unemployment Aid 
• Paid Sick and Medical Leave 
• A provision requiring local governments receiving funds or assistance to ensure their 

State Emergency Operations Center receive regular and real-time data-reporting on 
testing and results from state and local public health departments. 

  
NACo issued a statement following passage of the Families First Coronavirus Response 
Act (available via this link). Congress is working on a third relief package expected to receive a 
vote by the end of the week. The first bi-partisan legislation enacted into law to assist with the 
Coronavirus response was an $8.3 billion package signed into law on March 6, 2020. 
  
Document Coronavirus Expenses 
As indicated in our prior e-mail communications, it is imperative that counties keep careful 
documentation about all expenses associated with the Coronavirus response. Accurate records 
will greatly assist in obtaining revenue reimbursements. 
  
Keep Up with New Information! 
ISACo has a designated blog post (available via this link) that includes updated news about the 
public response to the Coronavirus and other relevant information. This blog post is updated 
frequently as events evolve and new information becomes available. I would encourage you to 
bookmark the blog post and check in from time to time for relevant updates.  
  
ISACo also has a dedicated webpage (available via this link) with federal, state and local 
resources about the Coronavirus and best practices to avoid transmission while promoting 
containment. 
  
Please feel welcome to contact ISACo with any questions for which we may be helpful. My e-
mail address is jmccoy@isacoil.org. I can also be reached on my cell phone at 217/836-9164. 
ISACo’s website is www.isacoil.org. Thanks. 
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